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RIO GRANDE INDIAN FISHERMEN 


Most of the Southwestern Indians will not eat 
fish, but the tribes along the Rio Grande have 
gotten over this prejudice if they ever had it. An 
explanation for the former non-use of fish is as 
follows: When the people came up out of the 
underworld through a lake in the north they wan- 
dered about looking for good places to live. When 
they came to the Rio Grande the leader made a 
bridge of Guacamayo feathers. Those persons who 
refused to cross are now the nomadic Indians, 
those who crossed safely are the Pueblo Indians, 
and those who fell in are the fish 

The methods of fishing are various, although 
snares and traps seem to be the most ancient. 
The snare is made of a horsehair loop tied to the 
end of a short stick. Lying on the bank the fish- 
erman maneuvers this snare till it is directly in 
front of the fish, and then draws it up with a jerk. 
The fish, startled, shoots straight ahead and is 
caught. The Indians of Taos Pueblo are very 
skillful at fishing in this manner. The fish-hook 
has been acquired from the white man and is 
a ‘pointed fish snare.” Bone ones are 


sometimes made. H. J. SPINDEN, 
New York, N. Y. 
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AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES AT 
JENNINGS, MARYLAND. 


During June of 1907, while on a visit to Mr. 
Herman Behr in this part of Garrett County, I 
collected or noted a nunber of interesting species, 
as follows: Plethodon erythronotus, P. glutinosus, 
Spelerpes bislineatus, S. longicauda, Desmognathus 
fusca, Diemictylus viridescens (both forms), Bufo 
americanus, Pseudacris triseriatus, Hyla picker- 
ingii, Rana pipiens, R. palustris, R. clamata, R. 
‘sylvatica, Thamnophis sirtalis, and Agkistrodon 
contortirix. Mr. Behr also reported Natrix sipedon, 
Crotalus horridus and Chelydra serpentina. 

This list is offered, as no previous account has 
ever been given of the region, and as several of the 
species are of interest geographically. 

T. D. KEIM, 
Stelton, N. J. 


NOTES ON THE FISHES AT OCEAN 
CITY, MARYLAND. 


In August, with Mr. A. R. Burton, the off- 
shore pounds were visited to study the fishes of the 
region. Small collections were also made in Isle 
of Wight and Sinnepuxent Bays. As no recent 
account of the fishes has appeared since Uhler 
and Lugger’s in 1876, the following list is offered : 
Carcharhinus milberti 

Several small ones. 
Sphyrna zygena 
A dozen young. 
Pristis pectinatus 
A mounted example on exhibition was 
reported to have been taken in 1911, It 


was about 10 feet long, and had 25 teeth 
on each side of the rostrum. 


Raja eglanteria 
Dasyatis say 
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Pteroplatea maclura 
Myliobatis freminvillit 
Acipenser sturio 
Anguilla chrisypa 
Opisthonema oglinwm 
Brevoortia tyrannus 
Stolephorus mitchilli 
Fundulus majalis 
Fundulus heteroclitus macrolepidotus 
Fundulus diaphanus 
Fundulus lucie 

A few in ditches. 
Cyprinodon variegatus 
Tylosurus marinus 
Syngnathus fuscus 
Menidia beryllina cerea 
Menidia menidia notata 
Scomberomorus maculatus 
Trichiurus lepturus 
Caranx crysos 
Trachinotus carolinus 
Pomatomus saltatrix 
Ruchycentron canadus 
Poronotus triacanthus 
Morone americana 

Many parasitized with Livoneca ovalis, some- 

times two within a single gill opening. 
Centropristes striatus 
Orthopristis chrysopterus 
Cynoscion regalis 
Cynoscion nebulosus 
Bairdiella chrysura 
Micropogon undulatus 
Leiostomus vanthurus 
Menticirrhus saxatilis 
Alutera schepfii 
Spheroides maculatus 
Chilomycterus schepfi 
Prionotus strigatus 
Lophopsetta maculata 
Paralichthys dentatus 
Lophius piscatorius 

H. W. FOWLER, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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THALASSOCHELYS CARETTA IN THE 
SOUTH ATLANTIC. 


During November, 1912, the writer observed 
numbers of loggerhead turtles in the South Atlan- 
tic Ocean between the latitudes of 32° 54’ S. and 
37° S., and the longitudes of 42° 15' W. and 46° 
29° W. The area included within these limits lies 
400-500 miles east of the coast of Uruguay. The 
_ Specific dates and notes are as follows: 


“Nov. 3.—Two loggerheads, with carapaces 
fully a meter in length, noted separately. 

‘* Nov. 4.—Three seen, of which one was har- 
pooned and captured. Its carapace was grown 
over with algae, and its stomach contained Chon- 
drophoride (Velella). A Cape Verde sailor who 
was suffering from rheumatism drank a cup of the 
blood of this turtle as medicine. 


“ Nov. 8.—Rough weather. Many loggerheads 
seen throughout the day (latitude 36° 16’ S., longi- 
tude 46° 35° W.). One was observed swimming or 
floundering on its back, raising one pectoral flipper 
above the surface of the water as it paddled. 


* Nov. 9.—One seen. This loggerhead lay idly 
at the surface until it was grazed by the ship. 
Beneath its plastron was a veritable cloud of small 
fishes which kept their position when the turtle 
darted away.” 


R. C. MURPHY, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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